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11 June 1973 

MEMOFMDUM FOR: Ambassador Helms 

FROM : I  I 
SUBJECT : Your Memorandum Relaying Shah's Statement 

Concerning Barzani 

1. Thank you f o r  passing t o  me w h a t  the  Shah advised 
Barzani about joining a Ba'ath-Communist coa l i t i on :  "DO so 
i f  you want t o  commit suicide!" 

The Kurds have reported t h e  v i s i t  of t h e  t w o  Soviet 
Embassy o f f i ce r s  t o  us and t o  t h e  Iranians.  We have advised 
them always t o  report  a l l  t h e i r  Soviet contacts promptly and 
f u l l y  t o  the  Iranians so as t o  lessen  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  that  
the  Iranians w i l l  suspect Barzani of playing a double game. 

2. 

3. Attached i s  a summary of what they to ld  us. 
sen t  it t o  headquarters on 9 June f o r  dissemination i n  order 
t o  conceal the place acquired. Normally I would have had . 
it t o  you sooner but, as you notedathis  has been a standard 
Soviet approach and the  Kurdish react ion w a s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  
t h e i r  previous responses. The . repor t  w a s  obtained by me i n  
Arabic and had t o  be t rans la ted .  

We 
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ISTS, W I T H I N  THE FRAMEWORK OF A U N I F I E D  AND ANTI-IMPERIAL- 

T IRAQI FRONT. THEY EXPRESSED THEIR READINESS TO A 

ISH PEOPLE A S  MUCH AS POSSIl%E AND IN VARIOUS 

R THEY W HEXCHE3D AN UNDERSTANDING WITH THE I 

3.  MULLA MUST RZANI 
, 
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ITH THEM AT LENGTH ABOUT THE 

C u m  POINTS OF F R I C T I O N  SUCH AS THE, 
- - _ _  __ .- 



S LED T O  A TOTAL 

I S H  VIEW KX WAS E 

* .  

S O V I E T  LEADERS SENT T H E M .  

HE S O V I E T  O F F I C  

C SUGGESTIONS WITH THEM 

GOVERNI4ENT I N  ORDER TO SETTLE THE KCTRDISH I$ 

DID' NOT B R I N G  ANY PRACTI 

I R  REMARKS CENTERED ON PRESSURING aARzANI GREE T O  

COOPERATE WITH SADDAM HUSAYN AL-TIKRITI AND THE REGIME AND 

TO JOIN T H E  NATIONAL FRONT WITH THE BA'ATH AND THE CCIMMUNISTS. 

THE TWO DIPLOMATS CARRIED AN ORAL MESSAGE FROM THE SOVIET I 

CQMMANd FOR BARZANI; THEY ALSO CARRIED A WRITTEN OUTLINE O F  

MAJOR P O I N T S  T O  BE D I S C U S S E D  A S  OUTLINED ABOVE. THEY 
, 

* BOTH S A I D  THAT THE m G I M E  HAD X MADE A D E C I S I O N  T O  G 
, 

KURDISH PEOPLE AUTONOMOUS RULE BEF THE U T H  OF MARCH 
.. - - -  
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THE IMQI ARMY I S  T R A I N I N G  

. THE S O V I E T  O F F I C I A L S  DENIED KNOWLDGE OF 
O N  

OR THE EVIDENCE OR REPORTS BOI WHICH THE KUFDIS 

THE KURDISH OFFICIAL SAID THE ON WAS BASED. 

ON WAS RELIABLE AND CONVINCING TO THE 

ROPOSE TO UISCLbsE ITS SOURCE TO 

UNION I S  I N  A P O S I T I O N  T O  KNOW THA. 

6. SOURCE COMMENT: TKE SOVI 

E. BARZANI EXPRESSED CONCERN T O  S 

S O R S  THLT THE SOVIETS 

ALL-OUT SUPPORT FOR A TARY CAMPAIGN TO 

S. THE S O V I E T  V I S I T O R S  COMMENTED THAT THE 

AGED I N  SECRET 

T I C  TALK3 AND W ~ T  B; D I D  THIS IMPLIED, . 

HEM. THE KDP LEADERS RE A - - MATTER - - __ 
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RNMENTS AND D I D  NOT CONCERN THEM. I N  Y C T ,  

BEEN AWA& OF THE TALKS AND HAD BEEN SOME- 
, *  

ED THAT IF TKE IRANIANS COULD SECURE THEIR 
M r o w  

R THE SHATT-AL-ARAB THEY W&I' CEASE OR REDUCE 

THEIR SUPPORT FOR B n R Z A N I .  THE RESUMPTION OF IRANIAN 

PROPAGANDA AGAINST IRAQ, ABOUT 5 JUNE TENDED TO REASSURE 

THE KURDS THAT TIiEY WOULD NOT LOSE IRANIAN SUPPORT. 


